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ROSLYN UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Meeting of the Board of Education 

 

Thursday, October 23, 2014 
 

8:00 p.m. 
 

Heights School – Gymnasium 
 

MINUTES 
  

Meryl W. Ben-Levy, President  
Clifford Saffron, Vice President    
David Dubner 
Adam Haber  
Steven Litvack 
David Seinfeld  
Bruce G. Valauri  

 
ALSO PRESENT 

 
Dr. Dan Brenner   Superintendent 
Allison Brown   Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction  
Joseph C. Dragone  Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Carlos Perez   Assistant to the Superintendent for Administration and Human 

Resources  
Nancy Carney Jones District Clerk 
Sahil Anand   Student Delegate 
 

ABSENT 
 

7:00 p.m. - Executive Session 
Pursuant to Public Officers Law, Section 105, it was duly moved, seconded and carried 
by a vote of 7-0; that the Board of Education adjourns to Executive Session at 7:00p.m.   
  
The Executive Session adjourned at 7:55 p.m. The Board reconvened in Public Session 
in the Roslyn High School Board Room at 8:10 p.m. 

 
 

8:00 p.m. - Board of Education Meeting 
 

Preliminary Announcements 
Emergency Procedures 
Cell Phones 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
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Recognition:  Board of Education – School Board Recognition Week  
 
Ms. Jenni Rebetti, CCPA Co-President, - Spoke on behalf of the CCPA and all the PFA 
Boards to thank  the Board of Education for their hours of dedication to the Roslyn 
community.   
 
Dr. Brenner presented the Board of Education with a gift of appreciation from the 
Administration to thank them for their service and commitment. The gift was a 
rendering of the future plans for the High School.  
 
At this time the Board took a short break to celebrate School Board Recognition 
Week with a cake presented by the CCPA.    
 
Recommendation to accept correspondence  
 
Mr. Litvack moved, seconded by Dr. Valauri, carried by a vote of 7-0 to accept the 
correspondence.  
 
Recommendation to accept the Claims Audit Report for September 2014  
 
Mr. Saffron moved, seconded by Mr. Litvack, carried by a vote of 7-0, to accept 
the Claims Auditors Report for September 2014.  
 
Recommendation to accept the minutes from the following meeting: October 9, 2014  
 
Mr. Saffron moved, seconded by Mr. Dubner, carried by a vote of 7-0, to accept 
the minutes for October 9, 2014.  
 
Board President’s Comments 
Ms. Ben-Levy thanked the CCPA and PFA’s for their show of appreciation for School 
Board Recognition Week.  She thanked the Administration for their lovely gift and 
remarked that this gift represents the dream for the District that the Board of 
Education has worked so hard for.  Ms. Ben-Levy commented on the gratification of 
working on a Board that supports the education of our children. In addition, she 
stated that the members of the Administration team are the best partners we’ve 
hired.   
 
Ms. Ben-Levy asked her fellow board members if they would like to make a 
comment. 
 
Mr. Seinfeld stated he was thankful to be able to work with this Administration and 
his Board colleagues.   
 
Dr. Valauri commented that every time he has an interaction in any of the school 
buildings he has a positive experience. He also thanked Ms. Colardi who he 
considers a “rock star”.   
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Ms. Colardi thanked the Board for everything they do to allow us to run our buildings 
and support our Central Office.  
 
Ms. Ben-Levy thanked Ms. Colardi for hosting tonight’s board meeting. She spoke about 
the warm and happy memories she has when she walks into the building, memories she 
truly cherishes.    
 
Mr. Saffron spoke of his appreciation for all our principals, assistant principals and 
teachers. He told Ms. Colardi how much he admires her and asked her to reflect on 
the number of lives she has touched in the course of her career. That she is one of 
the first faces the students see and “she should be proud of the impact she has had 
on hundreds of kids.”   
 
Ms. Ben-Levy commented that the bump out in the gymnasium wall has finally been 
removed.  
 

Superintendent’s Comments 
Dr. Brenner commented on Ms. Colardi that when you work in a place long enough 
and do a great job you take on “star” status.    
 
In addition, Dr. Brenner updated the Board on the fall sports season.  With regard to the 
football team, last week they played and won. This week they are scheduled to play 
Manhasset. There is discussion around the conference that next year will we will be 
playing in a division that better suits our boys. The boys’ soccer team is in the finals, 
girls soccer are conference champs, the girls tennis is in the finals and there  is high 
hopes for the boys and girls volleyball.   This year has been the most successful fall 
season in some time.  
 
Student Delegate’s Comments 
Mr. Anand, OCC President.  The OCC is planning for Halloween and the annual 
costume contest.    
 

Discussion Item(s):  
1. Food Service Survey Results – 

Dr. Brenner presented a power point presentation Food Service Feedback.  The 
presentation included photos of the food being served in the cafeteria of each 
school. He reviewed the results of a recent food service survey that asked about 
the quality, choice, presentation and price of our lunch program.  The responses 
represented 10-15 percent return rate.   
Based on the results of the survey the following items are being implemented: 

o Filtered water stations in each building 
o New yogurt machines in each building 
o Yogurt parfaits with fresh fruit 
o New bagels, pizza bagels and white flour bagels 
o More fresh fruit choices   

In terms of marketing, there will now be a sample station in each building.  The 
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goal is to have the students try different foods.  A new webpage is being created. 
In addition, the building principals will send home information on what is new in 
the cafeteria.   
 

 The Board entered into a lengthy discussion on the food service survey results; 
 they discussed the cafeteria environment, the current seating arrangements, 
 peer pressure, food being brought in from outside sources and the cafeteria staff.  
 The idea of the sampling station was well received as was the water filtration 
 station and the yogurt machines.   A suggestion box at the High School was 
 recommended.   

 
Dr. Brenner stated they are taking the survey results very seriously and are 
working to improve the students’ cafeteria experience.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT #1 Limited to Agenda Items ONLY  
(Will be limited to ½ hour, no more than 2 minutes per speaker). 
Though not required by law, the Roslyn Board of Education invites public comment during its meetings.   Citizens will be recognized 
by the presiding officer. Please state your name and address before speaking and direct all comments to the Board.  This is not a 
time for citizen to citizen exchanges.  We ask that comments not include the names of students or staff members, and comments 
are not permitted with respect to confidential matters.  Please also be reminded that Board meetings are designed by law to 
facilitate the school district’s business and provide for public Board deliberations. Thank you 

 
Amy Katz, Parent, commented on the reason the High School students leave the 
cafeteria is for a change of scenery.  In the Middle School and possibly 5th grade she 
felt that the issue was more of a social aspect and not the food. She stated that if the 
students have to wait on line to buy their food they may not be able to get a seat at their 
table.  
 
Eleanor Russell, RTA President, mentioned that paper cups would be better than plastic 
for the water filtration systems.  There is peer pressure of kids dealing with kids when 
someone has food brought in from places like Burger King.  She recommended that no 
music be played in the cafeterias at the lower levels due to already loud noise levels.   
New uniforms are a nice idea for the cafeteria staff.  
   
Lois Batnick, Parent,  commented on adding different food sections such as vegan, 
vegetarian, gluten free for the socially conscience high school students which will give 
them more options like they have in college. Also add food items for students with food 
allergies.  
 
Pepa Tanousis, Parent, recommended that the cafeteria staff speak to the students to 
inform them where and how the food is being prepared. Also, like a chef comes to the 
table in a restaurant, have the cafeteria staff come to the table to ask how the food is.   
 
Mr. Dubner, Board Member asked if we have a district policy on bringing food into the 
school at lunch time. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Action may be taken for each individual resolution or by the titled subgroups. Bracketed information following resolutions is not part 
of the Board’s official action and does not become part of the official record. 
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PERSONNEL: 

ALL PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS LISTED ARE FUNDED IN THE 
CURRENT BUDGET UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 
P.1. It is the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the following 

resolution be adopted: 
RESOLVED, that the Roslyn Board of Education approves the appointments, 
resignations, terminations, elimination of positions, transfers, and leaves of 
absence as detailed in the Personnel Action Reports attached as (Attachment 
P.1 Professional). 
 

P.2. It is the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the following 
resolution be adopted: 
RESOLVED, that the Roslyn Board of Education approves the appointments, 
resignations, terminations, elimination of positions, transfers, and leaves of 
absence as detailed in the Personnel Action Reports attached as (Attachment 
P.2 Classified). 

 

P.3  Recommendation to approve the Adult Education Instructor Salaries attached as 
(Attachment P.3). 

 
Addendum 
P.1 Professional 
Item Name Action Position / 

Replacing 
Location From To Certification / 

Class / Step / 
Salary 

30 Toni  
Interrant 

Increase Part-
Time 
Appointment 

Additional .2 
Mathematics 

HS 10/24/14 6/30/15 Math 7-12, 
Students w/Disab 
7-12, Childhood Ed  
1-6 & Early 
Childhood Ed (init) 
Per RTA Contract 
prorated, BA/Step 1 

31 Colleen 
Mastriano 

Rescind 
Appointment 

Equipment 
Coordinator, 
Winter 

MS/HS   11/17/14   

        P.2 Classified 
Item Name Action Position / 

Replacing 
Class Type 

of 
Appt 

Location From To Certification 
Class / Step 
Salary 

6   DELETE 
#6 

              

9 Norman  
Rose 

Leave of 
Absence 

Maintainer       10/24/14 12/18/14   

          
P.4  Recommendation to increase the substitute nurse rate of pay from $111 to $135 
 per day.  
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 Dr. Mira Martincich - Recommendation to add five (5) additional days (not to 
 exceed five (5) days) beginning December 2nd, 2014 at her current  daily rate of 
 $800.00 per day.  
 
Mr. Saffron moved, seconded by Dr. Valauri and carried by a vote of 7-0, to 
approve Agenda Items numbered P.1, P.2, P.3, Addenda P.1, P.2 and P.4 
 
BUSINESS/FINANCE: 

ALL ITEMS ON THE BUSINESS/FINANCE PORTION OF THE AGENDA ARE 
WITHIN THE BUDGET UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 

 
B.1. Recommendation to approve the following contracts and to authorize the Board 

of Education President to execute (those contracts marked with an asterisk have 
been prepared pursuant to a previous award of an RFP or bid). 

 
(i) *Contractor:  Creative Tutoring 

Services:  Academic tutoring services for the period of July 1, 2014 to 
June 21, 2015 

Fees:         Total estimated to be - $15,000 
 

(ii) *Contractor:  North Shore Speech-Language Association 
Services:  Speech/Language therapy services, consulting and 

evaluations for the period of July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 
Fees:         Total estimated to be - $20,000 

 
(iii) *Contractor:  Marion K. Salomon & Associates 

Services: ABA Services for the period of July 1, 2014 thru June 30, 2015 
Fees:   Total estimated to be $ 30,000.00 
 

B.2. Recommendation to approve general fund appropriation transfer requests: 
 

 FROM BUDGET CODE            AMOUNT 
 2850-448-08-6700-801   Co-Curr Field Trips      $3,375.51 
 2850-448-09-9000-901   Field Trip Expenses-MS     $2,389.52 
 2850-448-08-6500-801   Field Trip Exp-M Band     $3,224.48 
 2850-448-09-9000-901   Field Trip Expenses-MS     $2,127.74 
 2110-448-07-9000-701   Tchg Field Trips-HH      $395.68 
 2110-448-04-9000-401   Tchg Field Trips-EH      $387.68 
       Subtotal                       $11,900.61 
 

 TO BUDGET CODE            AMOUNT 
 5510-163-03-9000-303   BOCES Central Data Serv. 
       Trans. NC Sal Suplm    $11,900.61 
       Subtotal                       $11,900.61 
 REASON FOR TRANSFER REQUEST:  To cover the cost of field trips to Yale 

University, to Bryant Library, to Scotch Plains, NJ, and for all county music from 
the HS, Middle School, Harbor Hills and East Hills to different schools. 
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[Amended] 
 
B.3. Recommendation to approve general fund appropriation transfer requests: 
 

 FROM BUDGET CODE    TO BUDGET CODE     AMOUNT 
 1621-443-03-9000-310   1621-430-03-9000-310    $25,650.00 
 Maint Prof/Tech Services   Maint Cont Svces-Dist   
       Subtotal                       $25,650.00 
 

 REASON FOR TRANSFER REQUEST:  To reimburse code for grounds cleaning 
that needed to be done to fields which almost depleted that codes budget. 

 
B.4. Recommendation to approve Capital Fund Budget appropriation transfer 

requests as per Attachment B.4. 
 
B.5.  Recommendation to approve the following payments to Burton Behrendt Smith 

Architects for professional services rendered to the district and reimbursable 
expenses pertaining to capital improvements at the locations indicated in the 
table below. [Funds will be deducted from the Capital Budget Codes indicated in 
the table below.  

 
Payment Project/ Location Budget PO #s Inv # BBS # 

$1712.78 EH HVAC Non-Conformances 2110-245-04-1215 H12-00010 8 11-230B  

$1602.00 HS HVAC Non-Conf/Tennis Courts 2110-245-08-1212 H12-00010 6 11-230E 

$202.65 EH Toilet Renovations 2110-245-04-1121 H13-00001 8 11-264B 

$515.31 MS Toilet Renovations 2110-245-09-1227 H13-00003 8 11-264D 

$122.36 Hts Toilet Renovations 2110-245-06-1226 H13-00002 8 11-264C 

$265.10 HS Toilet Renovations 2110-245-08-1302 H13-00007 8 11-264E 

$549.24 HH Toilet Renovations 2110-245-07-1228 H13-00004 15 11-264A 

$2175.57 HH HVAC Non-Conformances 2110-245-07-1214 H12-00010 9R 11-230A 

$409.81 MS HVAC Non-Conformances 2110-245-09-1213 H12-00010 8 11-230D 

 
B.6.  Recommendation to approve the following payments to Park East Construction 

Corporation for construction management services and reimbursements 
rendered to the district pertaining to various projects at the locations indicated in 
the table below. [Funds will be deducted from the Capital Budget Codes 
indicated in the table below.]  [Amended with Location] 

 
 

Payment 
 

Location/Project Budget PO # Req # 

$2,300 Capital Project - EH 2110-201-04-1405 H15-00001 3 

$1,100 Capital Project – HH 2110-201-06-1407 H15-00001 3 

$1,100 Capital Project – HTS 2110-201-07-1406 H15-00001 3 

$4,800 Capital Project – HS 2110-201-08-1408 H15-00001 3 

$700 Capital Project - MS 2110-201-09-1409 H15-00001 3 

 
B.7. Recommendation to approve a payment, subject to a claims audit, in the amount 

of $1,895.55 to Farrell Fritz for disbursements related to legal services rendered 
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to the district through 08/31/2014 in accordance with invoices numbered 352764 
& 352765.   

 
B.8. Recommendation by Kevin Carpenter, Assistant to the Superintendent for 

Operations, to declare the following two tractors as surplus. They are beyond 
their useful life and need considerable repair: (We intend to trade in the two 
tractors for credit, as part of a bid for two new tractors.) The two tractors to be 
traded in towards new purchases are: “John Deere Tractor x320 w/48 inch Deck-
20130322” (used for plowing, blowing & cutting grass), and the “John Deere 
Tractor x360 w/48 inch Deck-201305062” (used for plowing, blowing and cutting 
grass). [Amended - The Board has requested that before the surplus 
tractors are used as a trade in credit to purchase the new tractors, an ad be 
placed in the papers to sell the tractors as surplus.]  

 
B.9.  Recommendation by Kevin Carpenter, Assistant to the Superintendent for 

Operations, to declare inoperable, non-repairable and therefore obsolete, the 
“John Deere Tractor LX280- MOL280B125573” (used for plowing, blowing and 
cutting grass), and the Haulmark 2000 black band trailer, VIN# 
16HGB2423YP019538 (used to carry band equipment to various locations). 
Usable parts will be salvaged by the district. This Tractor and the Haulmark 2000 
trailer will be sold for salvage value and the proceeds deposited into the General 
Fund as “Sale of Scrap” A2650.000 

 
B.10.  Recommendation by Tom Lynch, Science Chairperson, to declare inoperable, 

non-repairable and therefore obsolete, the “Whirlpool Limited Series Refrigerator-
Freezer Combo” (District Bar Code 20081182, s/n ex3728974, model 
et180kxwn00), used for keeping required lab materials refrigerated and to make 
ice for science experiments. 

 
B.11.  High School Yearbook    Bid # 14/15-42 
 

Bid Advertised – October 3, 2014 

Bid Mailed – October 3, 2014 

Bid opened – October 14, 2014 

Number of Invitation to bid mailed – 6 

Number of bids received - 2 
 

Recommendation: That award based on low  cost satisfactorily meeting 

specifications is made as follows: 
 

Company:       
 

Walsworth Publishing Company 

75 Canterbury Drive 

Hauppauge, NY  11788 
 

HS (300) UNIT PRICE    $66.60  TOTAL $19,980.00 
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HS ADDITIONAL PER PAGE   $500.00 

HS ADDITIONAL COPIES    $25.00 
 

Estimated total cost is w ithin the 2014-2015 budget.  

 
Addendum 
 
B.12   Recommendation to approve pending change orders as indicated below.  Please 

note that: 1) the work of these change orders is required in order to continue the 
projects and meet the projected completion date; 2) formal change orders 
prepared by the architect and executed by the architect and the contractor and 
the construction manager will be subsequently presented for formal approval by 
the board of education and executed by the board president at a future meeting; 
and 3) the amount estimated for each of these change orders will be the 
maximum allowed unless specifically approved by the BOE when the formal 
change order is presented. 
A. Baruti GC PCO #1 (EH) for change in scope of fencing at an estimated 

increased cost of $46,199 
B. Baruti GC PCO #1 (HH) for change in scope of fencing at an estimated 

decreased cost of $17,560 
C. Baruti GC PCO #1 (HS) for change in scope of fencing at an estimated 

decreased cost of $91,541 
D. Baruti GC PCO #1 (Hts) for change in scope of fencing at an estimated 

decreased cost of $41,331 
(The total impact on the contract with Baruti for fencing will be a deduction of 
$104,233 across four projects.  There is no change in scope at the Middle 
School)   (Attachment B.12) 

 
Mr. Saffron moved, seconded by Dr. Valauri, and carried by a vote of 7-0, to 
approve Agenda Items numbered B.1, B.2 [amended], B.3 - B.5, B.6 [amended], 
B.7- B.11 and Addendum B.12   
 
Dr. Valauri requested the chain link fencing around Harbor Hill be inspected, especially 
where the tennis courts were located.  Dr. Brenner explained they would be inspected, 
but no fencing will be replaced at Harbor Hill until the fields are completed. 
 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
 
C&I.1 Recommendation to accept the confidential stipulations of the CPSE for the 

dates listed below as well as the implementation plans for the corresponding 
special education programs, services and parent notification as previously 
approved by the Committee on October 1, 2014, October 8, 2014 and October 9, 
2014.   

 
C&I.2 Recommendation to accept the confidential stipulations of the CSE for the dates 

listed below as well as the implementation plans for the corresponding special 
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education programs, services and parent notification as previously approved by 
the Committee on September 16, 2014, October 6, 2014, October 7, 2014 and 
October 9, 2014.   

 
C&I.3 Recommendation to approve William Caruso to attend the discover Stonehill: A 

Symposium for School Counselors at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts 
from November 9 through November 11, 2014 at an estimated cost to the district 
of $50.00. 

 
C&I.4 Recommendation to approve Jacqueline Stone Martin to attend the American 

String Teachers Association Annual Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah from 
March 17 through March 22, 2015 at an estimated cost to the district of $230.00 
(for substitute teacher’s pay). 

 
C&I.5 Recommendation to approve the agreement between Teachers College Reading 

and Writing Project and the Roslyn School District for the 2014-2015 school year 
for professional development services for a total estimated cost to the district of 
$13.500.00. 

 
C&I.6 Recommendation to approve the agreement between the Reading and Writing 

Project Network and the Roslyn School District for the 2014-2015 school year for 
on-site professional development services for a total estimated cost to the district 
of $102,880.00. 

 
C&I.7 Recommendation to enter into an agreement with Challenge Day subject to the 

terms and conditions of an agreement between the parties to be approved by 
District counsel and to execute the necessary documents to effectuate said 
Agreement. 

 
C&I.8 Recommendation to approve the creation of a new middle school club for the 

2014-2015 school year – The Lighthouse Club.   
 
Mr. Dubner moved, seconded by Dr. Valauri, and carried by a vote of 7-0, to 
approve Agenda Items numbered C&I.1 - C&I.8  
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
BOE.1   Recommendation that the Board of Education of the Roslyn Union Free School 

District conduct the third reading of the Concussion Management Policy.  
(Attachment BOE.1) 

 
BOE.2 Recommendation to conduct the first reading of updated Board of Education 

Policy Section 0000 and Section 1000. (Attachment BOE.2) 
 
Mr. Saffron moved, seconded by Mr. Seinfeld, and carried by a vote of 7-0, to 
approve Agenda Items BOE.1 and BOE.2 
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Dr. Valauri inquired about Administration creating a data base of students who have 
sustained a concussion. The database would follow the student from Middle School 
through High School.   The request was made due to the new concussion policy.  
 
Dr. Brenner asked Dr. Valauri to submit a written request for the information he is 
looking for.  The request will be be sent to counsel for review.  
 
Ms. Ben-Levy explained that the District’s policy manual is currently being reviewed and 
updated with the help of counsel. Sections of the manual will be presented at future 
meetings. The goal is to have the policy manual updated by the end of the year.   
 
 After reviewing the policies it was recommended that the compliance officer be 
changed to the job title position and phone number as a way to contact.   
 
Policy 1420 was requested to be amended.   
 
Mr. Dubner questioned if the Board of Education policy 1530 – Smoking and other 
tobacco use in school Premises should include the new paperless cigarettes. 
 
Public Comments #2 
 
Pepa Tanousis, Parent, questioned if the Teachers College Reading and Writing 
Project reviewed last year’s test to see where the students fall short with the 
standards. 
 
Adjournment  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board of Education Mr. 
Seinfeld moved, seconded by Dr. Valauri  carried by a vote of 7-0, to adjourn at 
10:35 p.m.   
  

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Nancy Carney Jones  

 
Nancy Carney Jones  
District Clerk 

 


